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nature herself. This was the education, the author thinks, which made 
Shakespere really great. The study of nature is certainly of value, 
and the author's recommendations, together with the practical exercises 
in sense-training which he gives, will doubtless be an aid to this culture. 
But in these days of the supremacy of science, it is far more important 
to begin early to lay the foundations of habits of correct scientific 
thinking. The possession of clear and vivid mental imagery is a factor 
in correct thinking, of course ; but unless accompanied by the logical 
treatment of ideas it is quite as likely to lead us in the wrong as in the 
right direction. 

As a manual on the education of the central nervous system Mr. 
Halleck's work is very incomplete ; it must be supplemented in several 
directions, and notably by a considerable amount of that very " book- 
learning " which the author treats so lightly. The treatment of motor 
education is inadequate, being confined to a single short chapter at the 
end of the book. By way of minor criticism, we may notice the author's 
fondness for repeating the same illustrations (e. g., pp. 82, 248). Some 
of his deductions are based on very inadequate data (e. g., p. 64) ; but 
this is rather the fault of his authorities. His list of great men who 
began to show talent at an early age, though large, calls to mind so 
many exceptions as to throw considerable doubt on the position which 
it seeks to establish. 

The chapter entitled: " How Shakspere's Senses were Trained/' is 
interesting to the student of literature, though somewhat too detailed. 
Throughout the book there is a wealth of quotations from Shakespere, 
Milton, and other writers, which add to its literary finish, if they do not 
improve its scientific quality. — H. C. W. 

Lydekker on the Geographical History of Mammalia. 1 — 
I have already referred to this work in the last number of the Natu- 
ralist in a paper on the Geographical Distribution of Batrachia and 
Reptilia of North America. I then pointed out that the author adopts 
the three Geographical realms of Huxley with the reasons why in my 
opinion the Ethiopian should constitute a fourth Kealm. The divisions 
of the Notogseic Kealm of Lydekker's system, are the Australian, Poly- 
nesian, Hawaiian and Austromalayan. The Neogseic realm has a sole 
region, the Neotropical. The Arctogseic is divided into the Malagasy, 
the Ethiopian, the Oriental, the Holarctic, and the Sonoran. Having 
otherwise disposed of the Ethiopian and its subdivision the Malagasy, 

1 The Geographical History of Mammals ; by E. Lydekker A. B., F. E. S., V. 
P. G. S., etc. Cambridge University Press, 1896. 8vo. pp. 400. 
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I adopted the three remaining regions, the Oriental, the Holarctic, and 
the Medicolumbian ; the last name being derived from Blanford, and 
used as a substitute for Sonoran, which have been previously used for 
a subdivision. 

This work is a magazine of information on the subject of which it 

treats, and a unique feature is the 
large amount of reference to the 
facts of paleontology. This increases 
the value of the book to the general 
reader, but cannot be said to be 
germane to its main object. The 
introduction of the extinct forms of 
life necessarily changes the aspect of 
the faunal lists of a country to a marked degree, nowhere more so than 
in the Arctogsean Realm. Each geological period had in fact its own 
geographical distribution of forms, and when all are discovered a series 
of books on geographical distribution in each period might be written, 
each different from every other one. 




Plagiaulax minor from the English 
Wealden ; much enlarged. 




Mania tricmpis West Africa. 

The well-known familiarity of the author of this book with both 
Mammalian zoology and paleontology, gives it a value which no 
similar book possesses ; and its compact form and fulness of illustration 
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make it especially convenient for the traveller who reads as he goes. 
The author writes clear and direct English, and correct classical ortho- 
graphy. His systematic of the Mammalia given on p. 11 is uncritical, 
though it includes most of the groups brought to light by paleontology. 
More detailed classification in later chapters elucidates the subject fur- 
ther. 

The accompanying three illustrations give a good idea of their 
their general character. — E. D. Cope. 
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